Kaffeemaschine:

A Sinqular Passion

Word has spread across Europe about Axel Budde's custom Moto Guzzis.
From his workshop in Hamburg, he's delivered V-twins to clients all over Europe.
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ave modern mass-production motorcycles loat thelr

way? In the relentless quest to be faster, saler, and
mare economical, some peoplke think tha vital connection
bibween rider and maching has been lorgotien.

Axel Budde s ona of those people, and he's made it his
business to restone the connaction, He's now one of the
world's leading Moto Guzz specialists, crafting elegant
s hines with rns, unmodulated poser

1 ik to build ‘slementary” machines,” he says. “Bikes
that a rider can control, but only just, Machines that still
hawe the capacity to surprise with thelr acceleration and
noise. A Kaffeemaschine Moto Guzzl is a counterpoint to
the cold and electronic natune of many bikes today.™

Moat riders, unbess they have a contract with a MotolGP
team, can pilot a well-sorted 99 bhp motorcycle quicker
along an Alpine switchback than a 188 bhp superbike.
“That's because you can dominate the machine and ride it

“I like to build ‘elementary’
machines. Bikes that a rider can
control, but only just. Machines
that still have the capacity to
surprise with their acceleration
and noise.”

Axel Budde

at the limit, which s the most satislying adpect,” siys Axal.
“Dominating 188 bhp is impossible for me and most other
riders, especially on the road.” (And that's coming from
somaong whosa hobby s vintago racing.)

Axel works alone, in a cramped and dark workshop in
Hamburg. German winters are harsh, and the workshop
gots cold. But Axel is focused, and happy to be wrenching
on his beloved Guzzis, It's a very different lifestyle to his

provious job, designing and bulding equipmant for aubomd-

tive shoots, with a bit of precislon driving on the side. Bul
b decided to switch professions when he saw computer
graphics encroaching on his domain.

The turning point? “An English guy contacted mae aftor
saeing images of my early bikes on the internel,” Axel
recalls. “He wanted me to build him a Moto Guzzi, and I'd
always wondared if | could make a carear of I1." S50 Axal sald
yes, and Kaffeemaschine was bormn,

Like many Europaan bullders, Axel is entranced by the
rmystique of the Mandello dol Larks marque. But it was a cir-
cuitous path. Growing up in rural Germany, thene wene liew
motorcycles around. And it was only when Asel aaw Maron
Brando in The Wild One that he started to take notice of
bikes. “| was fascinated more by the lifestyle, though,” ha
admits. 1 was a typical teenager, wanting to look tough and
cool by wearing a leather jacket.”

Az a teenager, Axel started saving for his first bike, and
by the time he was 18, he had enough money in the bank. “I
desparately wanted a Triumph Bonneville, and to this day

I knowe that was the right decision. But my parents sald |
would have to move out of their house if | bought a Triumph,
dispite it balng my own mondy! 5o | got a BMW R4S, a ratlo-
nal German cholce.”

After two years, Avel was ready for a bigger bike. He test-
rode most of the “classics™—more Bonnevilles, and a Honda

CB758. He was close to buying a BMW RT5/5 when, by ac-
cident, he happened across a Moto Guzzi Le Mans,

=“I'll riwier forget that first rice on a Guzzl,"™ he says. “The
bike was long, low, and loud, A big engine in a tight Halian
dress | a very special combination, which still amazes mea
after all thesae yoars.™
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Sincethat ride, Axel has never had eyes forany other
mangue. And the scale of ale Mans sults him. “It's nota
¢ lassic baauty, unlike the English bikes | used to fancy. But

it's the right size for me. I'm 1LB8 mtall, and feel a little lost
on some mac hines.”

A Kaffeemaschine motorcycle throws the focus onto the
Tonti frame that cradies the distinctive V-twin. The lines
are clean, the engineearing is disc reet, and the balancs s
impeccable. Andit's always a single-seater. “ You have to
haold on to the rocket. i's my |Rtle asylum, which| don't want
toshara,™ says Axeal

His bikes sre designed to be rdden hard on entertain-
ing roads. “They're not really Mealfor long-distanc e travel,
or rece-tracks Or even for crulsing tocafés. But they can
handle that stuff just fine.”

Whena commission comes in, Axel locates adonor
bike—usually a Le Mans or Cal®omia. Then ha tak es it apart,
right down to the last nut and bolt. He chacks and rebullds

the engine and transmission, funing the angine according
tothe client's neads. " lika to leave decislons on bodywork

“Custom motorcycles are

a projection of dreams, for

people who want to ride

something different.”
Axel Budde

and palnt to theend,” he says. *Then, sfter B's all putto-
gether, 11l start testing it, and settingup the carburetors to
break in theengline.” Dnly whenthe biks ks running parfectily
can the cllent collect it

When seeking inspiration, Axellooks to 10605 café rac-
ars from England, and more modern racers—notably the
monstrous Moto Guzzl race bikes bullk to compete In races
such as the ™80 s Battle of the Twins, He studies shapes,
propartions, and coloms.

The frame will be put on a diet, the first step to drop the
welkght of the bike down to around 188 kg. The suspension
will ba upgraded, but kbok stock. An aftermarket tank will bea
fitted—subtly differant from the original, but In perfect kesp-

ing with the classic Guzzl Enes. The brake system and elec-
trics will ba upgraded with the best modem componeants,
and the wiring loom and batteny will disappear from sight.
And althoughthe internals of a Kaffeemaschine engine
might employ cumeant technology, often from the renownad
tuner HTMoto, the visible parts are Imaria bly “suthentic,”
beingcast or handmade. The “technic™ and the “optic™
must ba in pafect hammony.

The result s a motorcycle with the looks and qualkyof a
factory bike, but a unigue provenance And it's the hand-
made natureof these machines that makes tham so ap-
paaling. *Them arenT many opporunities keft for peopks to
own something that's so and personal,” says Axel *Custom
maotarcycles are a projection of dreams, for paople who
want to fde somathing differant. You're making an akerna-
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“I'll never forget that first ride on
a Guzzi. The bike was long, low,
and loud. A big engine in a tight
Italian dress is a very special
combination, which still amazes
me after all these years.”

Axel Budde

tive Ifastyks cholca, and these days It doesn't have o be
& chromad-out Harkey-Davidson—i can just as sasllybe a
Honda 258.*

Daspite his success, Axal I8 unsum of what the futura
holds for custom motorcyc ke bullders. *There's a blg de-
mand now for products |le this, and for the chancetorikde
a'dinosaur’ down the streat But will future genarations feal
the sama attraction™

if they don't, the motorcycling workd will be a poorer
place. (CH)
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