For several YCArs the old T3 Cali had lived in the
ok Space above my office desk, She was in bits mow,

i r:i|!||3u.'|:! down with VIELIL intentions of a rebuild, bt
1|!|.-|; IJ:q.I-! MEVEr Frrl:lj_-'n.'hwt{ -|.‘|1:||: [h [Ih: lml..il |.i|'|'|i[:|.[i|.rlh

of time and moncy. Back in the "90s | fondly remember
following her around the West Country and occasion-
ally France when she belonged 1o my lifelong biking pal,
Andy, now business partner and sax ar the desk 1o my
right, slightly nearer the old Ialian lady upstairs.

A year or so earlier we had raken the engine to Nigel
at MBS who, in his own cheery manner had informed
Andy that he could rebuild her if we crossed his palm
with a not unreasonable amount of money, but enough
o dampen any restoration thoughts. And so she retired
to the loft wo gather dust = frame, wheels, SUSPENsion,
wiring scattered randomly around and the post examina-
tion engine and gearbox in a thousand pieces, scemingly
never o be reunited. As the years had gone by, my own
Guazi ownership story had progressed ar a steady rate
and four fine cxa n1p-11::~ of old and new Mandello crafts-
manship now resided in my garage.

Having spent my formative vears (10-18) |i1.'i||r‘

i ._"'i-|1.'||-14.'hh|.|r}'. [:ll:hr.-.c:t, I:I:n; "'.."rll;-.-'in r.|.||}' imiase |||.'|.1.1;
had a subliminal ¢ffect on an impressionable reenager.
[ remember gazing in dishelicl ar the Dalian exotica
thar would arrive cach summer, scemingly never 1o be
seen anywhere else until the following year's rally came
around again. Back then, the V7 Sport, the 750 53,
the Le Mans, the California, etc. all ook on a mythi-
cal starus in my mind, as | wandered amongst them,
wondering how it would ever be possible 1o own one.
The occasional rare beaury, a Brough perhaps, a Ducari
55900 or | even remember a Hesketh, would drasw me
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AWAY for 2 moment, but the noise of 2 Guezi I‘irilll'_" wp
wosled :||1.'|.':|}'.'. |!h|:i|'|!_: me hack.

The VCArs moved on. The k-l.'ll.'h Loy my first Cali were
|'|J|I|.[|:|:! OVER i I'|1:|I'I]'| |..1:||I|.|fu|'| |:||.'J||:rhhi.p- ;llll.[ I fl.l-dl:.'
her back to Dorser with a permanent smile on my
face. Ax last | could ride in the V-Twin procession and
stand on Park Walk as an owner. The smile | wore from
north London to Dorser was replaced by tears a few
vears later when the keys were passed on for a pile of
Scottish banknores. The sale was forced upon a newly
trained RAF engineer who now needed a car 1o move
his belongings around the country. Aircraft had replaced
bikes, bur I knew it would be a waiting game and 1 was
prepared to wait.

Eventually Cali 2 arrived, a less than ateractive 1980
maodel, but countless weekends and evenings hhm'l}'
turned her into a beautiful fully restored example who
eveniually made the pilgrimage back to Mandello. She
is with me still and now resides beside a 1976 Le Mans
and a 1975 53 along with my European workhorse
Stelvio who replaced my beautiful bur impractical Griso.
And so my collection was :.'n|1'|]_'r!cl:c'. Chrosn | l:|||:u.|1_:|1l:.,,

i l|11; |,‘|-i|'|r|:-| ur-d [ £ l|11.' [d.t u|- |‘|'|}' i_!i._-'.]-;, | wm,ﬂl;l
1:1._1,'1'-i-::||||:||]:|.' UL W A E'll:il'ﬁ of a Guzzi café racer [ had
come across an the web, The collection EICW JII.H'I!_: with
the lormation of a few wistlul ideas char involved the
old Ialian lady upstairs. My restoration ‘to original’
desire was, for the time being ar least, under control but
| found myselt becoming engrossed in the café racer
culmre and the aluruistic necessity o save Andy’s old
Cali from a fate worse than dust. And then one day i
happened, my Eurcka moment or perhaps looking back,
my Ker-ching moment. A random email newsletter from
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an insurance company contained an article on café rac-
ers. | read on; a few clicks further and [ was looking ar a
|1!:|:H;|:r1_:u|:|h eyt |;pi1u|11:i'u.ﬂ all the best birs of the bikes
on my pi|1r|!5-|1-.|rd-

This was a proper il.ﬂ'r, none of the hememade
half-baked balt on bis or the over enthusiastic amateur
mistakes, This was a stripped down racer. single sear,
rinimalist Gueei with hll.'l.'l"l'lil'l!_:l}' N Wiring loom or
battery and a host of hand made features thar looked
Fabuboas. It was a Guezi fresh our of an inensive orain-
ing camp, simultaneously siripped down and becfed up,
vet retaining traditional Gurzi good looks. 1 needed 1o
know more. The designer. builder and racer turned our

to be a German guy. Axel Budde from Hamburg. For his

day job he is a ‘precision driver” and photographer who
gets the vehicle in the right place for the right shot. His
company, et reli-irong, also make the clever photo-
graphic booms and paraphernalia required to house the
camera equipment on the subject car,

His hobby is classic twin racing, for which he has
made the stunning Guzzis | was now drooling over.

An email o Hamburg was hasiily composed, a reply
received and a possibility emerged. | called Axel = he
speaks perfect English and possesses a fine German
sense of humour and told me all was possible. The usual
(RAH] in];n'n;lil;nh Were n,'vl;luin'n;l., r|'|11:|:||:_l.' .1:::;. l::i:u:n;, {}m,'
|'|:|.r11|cn1 did strike me, the small deail of not .1-:_11:.||.|:.'
11'.'.'|'|i|'|5; the old I:Id:l.‘. A few SIFONE ales Laver and .r'm-d:l.'
had .Hi_'..l'l.‘ll.‘l.l tos hand her over for a few more SLFOT, ales
— at least thars what [ rald him later A further call o
.r"n:-n'.'l i|'|-'.'||.|1.‘|1.*1.t I!|I|.' |'|'u'.'||1.|.rr:l|!r|r.' sAalcmant fr::m |'|i|'|'| 1h.‘|1
a ‘custom built bike is a big step, think abour it and if
serious come and visit me.”

In no time at all we were knocking on the door of
a Hamburg apariment and a smiling German chap
appeared, dressed in a casual bur immaculare rocker-
billy style and sporting Guy Martin replica lamb chops.
Afrer coffee and cakes in his equally immaculate home,
we were ushered into his garage to view two of his
bikes = he termed them as his Soreer Bike and his Racer.
Baoth were constructed from Le Mans 1000 donors (or
substance, as Axel would say). Both were
full of his hand built details and exquisite
lines, and we spent the next couple of
hours discussing all aspects of the bikes. By
now my mind was made up, | was having
one, 50 Axel pulled out his dipboard and
we started to specify every single compo-
nent fram front to rear,

."l.l:l.' :rl'rjnli.'.'vl.' Wik o -;,unﬂﬁ:l:u: |Itl.' :q.l:}'li:
al the racer with the road El,'i;.lli.!:l.' of the
strect bike, and Axel went abourt his busi-
Mess ::II:-:L'.'-.':'n-Iillug with the ‘technic and the
'11|:|I!i-'." ol our prop« wed build. ]-'.».-.:r:.' derail
was discussed, from bar and lever type,
fuel cap, instrumentation, switch position,
even frame paint rexure. Five hours after
knocking on his door, a custom buile calé
racer from an old T3 Cali substance had
been commissioned. | had entered the ga-
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rage with my own pre-conceived ideas of build and style
bur had been gently shown the correct way 1o go abour
the build by the German perfectionist — every detail was
given form and funcrion, the technic complimenting the
OPEL.

On our return to Blighty, the Cali engine was sent
back to Nigel ar MBS with the brief to ‘Le Mans' her up
and get her looking new. Nigel accepted the challenge
in his usual calm and assured way and in no time at all
I was in receipt of a shiny re-con engine with replace-
ment pistons and barrels, new clurch, 36mm carbs and 2
‘good as new” assurance. The Borrani rims were sent off
to Central Wheels bur deemed not good enough for pol-
i'.!:inp_, L0 eEwW Flms and :.Em!u;!. were added 1o .;:-:i-.qin!;
hubs, Axel had told me what he needed from the Cali
and all relevant parts were bl L and made :I'-l.'Jl.t_'.' Frur
d-:."-.p.lt-;,'ll 1] H.||'|'||'||||'1_-.. I usze Bike Movers UK o E-l:rr:l.'
my Seelvio wo far away |:'|-|JL.1.'\. - we like to |]_-.- QUEE 14 LT
|'ri!u.':q. .'||'|-:! |'i.-|.‘|1.' |!n.2|¢.|-! = R I!I!u:_'.' Were 1.'II|I'1:IhIi."'|.t wil|'| lhr
special delivery to Axel’s garage. All arrived on time and
a confirmation email was sent from Hamburg,

Axel immediarely let me know thar the engine, gear-
bax and bevel drive unics that [ belicved vo be dean and
ready to rebuild were in no way suitable tor the bike he
was abourt o create. They required further cleaning and
bead-blasting so | gave him the nod w0 get them done.
He got 1o work straight away on the frame and reduced
the Tonti masterpicce by a further 2.5kg — a photo was
sent with the amputated parts on a set of scales. Now all
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was ready for the frame o be cleaned, modified o suin
and spraved. I chose a tomaro red from the specialist
DuPont range of petrolfoilfacid resistant paint and Axel
insisted on a silver grey for the lower frame rails and
swing arm. "It will improve the frame opric against the
engine | was confidently assured.

My original thoughts of a red and white tank in 53
style had been rejected as oo ‘busy” in favour of his
unigue brushed metal tank with polished knee panel
finish, but I held firm with my red frame against his sug-
gested black. Axel has a tendency to be right abour maost
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things Guzzi but | am very pleased with my Telaio Rosso
style end result. And so the build progressed. Regular
photographs kept me up o date with developments.
The engine returned from bead-blasting looking like a
brand new unit. The red and silver frame looked great,
and the two were re-united in spectacular fashion.

Three fuel tanks were required from two supplicrs
before the perfect fit was achieved. The front forks [ sup-
|,11i|.'1_1 WHETE 0L p_n:s-ln;! |.'|1-::||.|.J_-.h: s he sourced LM3 unjes,
The hand-buile scar unic was sent WAy (o be covered in
just the Ii!_'.l‘ll; Rr.l-d.:_' of leather, ."'.i:..' ."'.[ull.h!;.-n:ill;ct hl,l-l.'l,"diil.r
FEV COUNTET Was “Ill.'\i! willi high -:;|||.||i1_'.' |u|:||.| [ r.LFE-;.'LI
JII.LrII.irIiIII'I'I |:||.r|.|ﬁl!||_._'|\. .-\.:-:-;,'i LIRS I.'\d I||-;,' |.|-|.'\p-|1!w |.'~:|1.||.|'|.I
SYSICM Vi his tuning 1_:|.|rl|:|'. We :I||:l'1.'|:v|.‘| on A |Hr|'i:~h|.'|:|
finish I.'||ti|'|1; the view thar a brushed stecl or black
cnamel look could be chosen later if a L|'|.i|1:|§_'|-'.' ul"i:I::l.Lp.'
was ever desired. Rear-sers and brake/gear levers were
hand bauilt and a retro headlamp and rail light sourced.
Axel designed a near assembly to house the rear light and
number plate and piece by picce, photo by photo, the
dream Guezi Calé Racer came 1o be.

My first view of the completed project came in
suitably spectacular surroundings. Sitting on a balcony
overtooking The Grand Harbour in Valletea on holiday,
beer in hand, 1 checked my phone for emails. Oine from
Axel was waiting, There she was, in completion, the old
T3 California transformed into a 180kg Le Mans spec
engined, mean and lean Guzzi café racer. | was in shock.
The bike looked immaculate, every detail considered
and applied with Teutonic precision and perfectionism.
Ascel's final master stroke was 1o n;lrl.:iun a ||::|!_-_|h l:\il:l._L-' my
i|1i|i.1'|\. ina I.I.I:ti.-l_llill.','. relro I:l.u_h_'.:_' l:]:l.tl: iluludn{ th.' uln:!
LT ] !-.I;:l.'].; wlm;linl: in frame I'I1.“-I,::Iillﬂ rod,

Axel then EJI:HI.tI.L-I. ed a series ul'\uprri:l studio shors
I'I'IJlLiI'I!_'. the I Guezi look far better than [ could have
over im:lgim.';l. She was E:I-I.'If-!."'l.l - -:.'\.'-I.'r:l.'1||i|'|1_'. I had envis-
.ii_"l'.'\ll.‘l J|I|.|. MGG — wilh F ] |i[l|¢.‘ |;|.|.i1.‘|J|I|.1.' |.|'|.r|'|'| F | t:f.'tl'l'l_h!l
guy who knew his stuff. All thar needed 1o be done was
to get her home. Bur first | needed 1o visit Axel one
maore time 1o shake the hand of the man that had cre-
ared my perfect Guzzi Café Racer ...

The Hamburg apartment felt familiar on this second
visit along with Axels rirual of providing his guests with
hand ground cottee and cakes. We charted abour the
bike, the build difficulties encountered and decisions
made 1o overcome them. Eventually the anticipation

John (eft) and Asel (in Ace teeshint)
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became oo much and Axel led us o his garage tor the
unveiling. In typical style, he suggested | wait ouside
and view the bike in an open, uncluttered area in order
to appreciate her proportions. As usual, he was correct;
the first sight was both incredible and contradictory. She
looked small and agile as well as large and stable. The
newness of everything was somchow counter-balanced
by the built in patina of components. Truly a beauti-

ful machine regardless of personal waste. Andy summed
her up |!:-:.' hl,ﬂing that he could think of ne addition
that could :i:ui:luwf her = Axel had fulfilled his brief and

Axel Budde - Precision Rider

Muzzi Moto

The 1970s, 1980s & 1990s I«ﬂ

Moto Guzzi specialists

We buy and sell all classic Moto Guzzis

raccbeoy  Search for carlo guzzi

NBS Motor Cycle Servicing

Moto Guzzi specialists for rebuilds,
restoration, repairs and servicing

>
Ingestre Garage, Trent Drive, Ingestre near Stafford,

Staffordshine ST1E ORE. www.motoroyclese rvicing.co.uk
Telephone: 01889 271818
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made less a whole lot more,

The whaole Process of idea, 4,|4,'\i_|_-.|:| angd commission
had been an incredible JOUTTEY, Alex’s |'h;~.J1n::nL;|; SCIVICE
provides more than just a bike: the project becomes a
very personal collaboration between client and engineer,
indeed it becomes a lifetime -:.':h.EH.'ri:l.'I'l-:. & that | cannot
recommend highly enough. Axel and my bike can be
SeCT Al .I'.'H'I.I'i-.'u".-".'.l T -.{'r{ﬂ..'-r-.r.-:rm Bie. et As | sat astride
her for the first time. COEIineG i-:!li:lq_: in truwe Gurzi fash-
ion, | considered whar remained 111'."\"-:!}"3 ald T3 Cali-
fornia that [ fondly remembered from 20 plus years ago.
I was reminded of the classic Fools and Hores sherch —
shie was just like Triggers broom - 14 new heads and 17
new handles = bur still the original bike! o

Insurance Scheme

MODERN « CLASSIC = MULTI VEHICLE

motoguzziinsurance.co.uk
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